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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-15 are presented for examination on the merits. 



Specification 



The title of the invention is not descriptive, but rather broad in the field. A new title is 
required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not a concise statement of the 
technical disclosure of the patent. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of 
the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and 
should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a 
basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract should be 
directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old 
apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure 
of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly those for compounds and compositions, 
wherein the process for making and/or the use thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set 
forth a process for making and/or use thereof If the new technical disclosure involves 
modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of example the preferred 
modification or altemative. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Downs et 



Abstract 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



aL, U.S. Patent 6,226,618 Bl. 
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As per the following claims. Downs et al. discloses: 

1 . An information processing apparatus which is connected to other information processing 
apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, characterized 
by comprising: first preparation means for preparing first usage control status which identifies first 
usage details describing purchased rights and the pricing details corresponding to said first usage 
details (column 19, lines 38-column 20, line 41); storage means for storing said encrypted 
information, said first usage control status, a usage control policy that contains a second use type 
that describes the rights that can be purchased again based on the details of said purchased rights, 
price tags that contain the pricing details corresponding to said second usage details, and the key 
needed to decrypt said encrypted information (columns 21-24); second preparation means for 
preparing second usage control status that identifies said second usage details and said pricing 
details corresponding to said second usage details, based on said usage control policy and said 
price tags, when rights are purchased again through said other information processing 
apparatuses; and sending means for sending said second usage control status prepared by said 
second preparation means as well as said encrypted information and said key stored on said storage 
means to said other information processing apparatuses (figures 1 A-D and associated text). 

2. The information processing apparatus according to claim 1, characterized by fixrther 
comprising first execution means for executing a process to utilize said information, based on 
said second usage control status prepared by said second preparation means (figure 6 and 
associated text). 

3. The information processing apparatus according to claim 1, characterized by further 
comprising: third preparation means for preparing accounting information that corresponds to said 
first usage control status and second usage control status; and second execution means for 
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executing an account settlement process to settle the amounts posted based on said accounting 
information prepared by said third preparation means (columns 47, 59). 

4. An information processing method for an information processing apparatus which is 
connected to other information processing apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and 
use encrypted information, characterized by comprising: a first preparation step of preparing first 
usage control status which identifies first usage details describing purchased rights and the pricing 
details corresponding to said first usage details; a storage step of storing said encrypted 
information, said first usage control status, a usage control policy that contains a second use type 
that describes the rights that can be purchased again based on said purchased rights, price tags 
that contain the pricing details corresponding to said second usage details, and the key needed to 
decrypt said encrypted information; a second preparation step of preparing second usage control 
status that identifies said second usage details and said pricing details corresponding to said 
second usage details, based on said usage control policy and said price tags, when rights are 
purchased again through said other information processing apparatuses; and a sending step of 
sending said second usage control status prepared by said second preparation step as well as said 
encrypted information and said key stored by said storage step to said other information processing 
apparatuses (column 19, lines 38-column 20, line 41; columns 21-24; figures lA-D and associated 
text). 

5. A providing medium, which provides a computer-readable program for executing a 
process to an information processing apparatus which is connected to other information 
processing apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, 
characterized in that the process comprises: a first preparation step of preparing first usage control 
status which identifies first usage details describing purchased rights and the pricing details 
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corresponding to said first usage details; a storage step of storing said encrypted information, said 
first usage control status, a usage control policy that contains a second use type that describes the 
rights that can be purchased again based on the details of said purchased rights, price tags that 
contain the pricing details corresponding to said second usage details, and the key needed to 
decrypt said encrypted information; a second preparation step of preparing second usage control 
status that identifies said second usage details and said pricing details corresponding to said 
second usage details, based on said usage control poHcy and said price tags, when rights are 
purchased again through said other information processing apparatuses; and a sending step of 
sending said second usage control status prepared by said second preparation step as well as said 
encrypted information and said key stored by said storage step to said other information 
processing apparatuses (column 19, lines 38-column 20, line 41; columns 21-24; figures lA-D and 
associated text). 

6. An information processing apparatus, which is connected to other information processing 
apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, characterized 
by comprising: receiving means for receiving, from said other information processing 
apparatuses, said encrypted information, the key needed to decrypt said encrypted information, 
and the usage control status which identifies said usage details describing said rights as well as 
the pricing details corresponding to said usage details; and execution means for executing the 
processes needed to use said information based on said rights described by said usage details 
identified by said usage control status (figures 9-1 1 and associated text). 

7. An information processing method for an information processing apparatus which is 
connected to other information processing apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and 
use encrypted information, characterized by comprising: a receiving step of receiving, from said 
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other information processing apparatuses, said encrypted information, the key needed to decrypt 
said encrypted information, and the usage control status which identifies said usage details 
describing said rights as well as the pricing details corresponding to said usage details; and an 
execution step of executing the processes needed to use said information based on said rights 
described by said usage details identified by said usage control status (figures 9-1 1 and 
associated text). 

8. A providing medium, which provides a computer-readable program for executing a 
process to an information processing apparatus which is connected to other information 
processing apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, 
characterized in that the process comprises: a receiving step of receiving, fi*om said other 
information processing apparatuses, said encrypted information, the key needed to decrypt said 
encrypted information, and the usage control status which identifies said usage details describing 
said rights as well as the pricing details corresponding to said usage details; and an execution 
step of executing the processes needed to use said information based on said rights described by 
said usage details identified by said usage control status (columns 19-23). 

9. An information processing apparatus, which is connected to other information processing 
apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, characterized 
by comprising: storage means for storing said encrypted information, a usage control policy that 
contains the usage details that describe purchasable rights, price tags that contain the pricing 
details corresponding to said usage details, and the key needed to decrypt said encrypted 
information; preparation means for preparing usage control status which identifies said usage 
details and the pricing details corresponding to said usage details, based on said usage control 
policy and said price tags stored on said storage means; and sending means for sending said 
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usage control status prepared by said preparation means as well as said encrypted information 
and said key stored on said storage means to said other information processing apparatuses when 
the rights are purchased again by said other information processing apparatuses (column 47, line 
26 - column 49, line 10; figures 3-6 and associated text). 

10. An information processing method for an information processing apparatus which is 
connected to other information processing apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and 
use encrypted information, characterized by comprising: a storage step of storing said encrypted 
information, a usage control policy that contains the usage details that describe purchasable 
rights, price tags that contain the pricing details corresponding to said usage details, and the key 
needed to decrypt said encrypted information; a preparation step of preparing usage control 
status which identifies said usage details and the pricing details corresponding to said usage 
details, based on said usage control policy and said price tags stored on said storage step; and a 
sending step of sending said usage control status prepared by said preparation step as well as said 
encrypted information and said key stored on said storage step to said other information 
processing apparatuses when the rights are purchased again by said other information processing 
apparatuses (column 47, line 26 - column 49, line 10; figures 3-6 and associated text). 

1 1 . A providing medium, which provides a computer-readable program for executing a process 
to an information processing apparatus which is connected to other information processing 
apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, characterized 
in that the process comprises: a storage step of storing said encrypted information, a usage 
control policy that contains the usage details that describe purchasable rights, price tags that 
contain the pricing details corresponding to said usage details, and the key needed to decrypt said 
encrypted information; a preparation step of preparing usage control status which identifies said 
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usage details and the pricing details corresponding to said usage details, based on said usage 
control policy and said price tags stored on said storage step; and a sending step of sending said 
usage control status prepared by said preparation step as well as said encrypted information and 
said key stored on said storage step to said other information processing apparatuses when the 
rights are purchased again by said other information processing apparatuses (column 47, line 26 
- column 49, line 10; figures 3-6 and associated text). 

12. An information processing apparatus, which is connected to other information processing 
apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, characterized 
by comprising: receiving means for receiving, from said other information processing 
apparatuses, said encrypted information, the key needed to decrypt said encrypted information, 
and the usage control status which identifies the first use type describing predetermined rights 
and the pricing details corresponding to said first use type; storage means for storing a usage 
control policy that contains the second usage details that describe the rights that can be 
purchased again based on said rights described by said first usage details identified by said usage 
control status received by said receiving means, and price tags that contain the pricing details 
corresponding to said second usage details; and first preparation means for preparing second 
usage control status which identifies said second usage details and the pricing details 
corresponding to said second usage details, based on said usage control policy and said price tags 
stored by said storage means (figure 9 and associated text). 

13. The information processing apparatus according to claim 12, characterized by further 
comprising: second preparation means for preparing accounting information that corresponds to 
said second usage control status prepared by said first preparation means; and execution means for 
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executing an account settlement process to settle the amounts posted based on said accounting 
information prepared by said second preparation means (columns 47, 59). 

14. An information processing method for an information processing apparatus which is 
connected to other information processing apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and 
use encrypted information, characterized by comprising: a receiving step of receiving, from said 
other information processing apparatuses, said encrypted information, the key needed to decrypt 
said encrypted information, and the usage control status which identifies the first use type 
describing predetermined rights and the pricing details corresponding to said first use type; a 
storage step of storing a usage control policy that contains the second usage details that describe the 
rights that can be purchased again based on said rights described by said first usage details identified 
by said usage control status received by said receiving step, and price tags that contain the pricing 
details corresponding to said second usage details; and a first preparation step of preparing second 
usage control status which identifies said second usage details and the pricing details 
corresponding to said second usage details, based on said usage control poUcy and said price tags 
stored by said storage step (figure 9 and associated text), 

15. A providing medium, which provides a computer-readable program for executing a process 
to an information processing apparatus which is connected to other information processing 
apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, characterized 
in that the process comprises: a receiving step of receiving, from said other information 
processing apparatuses, said encrypted information, the key needed to decrypt said encrypted 
information, and the usage control status which identifies the first use type describing 
predetermined rights and the pricing details corresponding to said first use type; 
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a storage step of storing a usage control policy that contains the second usage details that 
describe the rights that can be purchased again based on said rights described by said first usage 
details identified by said usage control status received by said receiving step, and price tags that 
contain the pricing details corresponding to said second usage details; and a first preparation step 
of preparing second usage control status which identifies said second usage details and the 
pricing details corresponding to said second usage details, based on said usage control pohcy and 
said price tags stored by said storage step (figure 9 and associated text). 

Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts of record in 
the body of this action for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations 
are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within 
the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well It is respectfully requested 
from the applicant, in preparing the response, to consider fully the entire references as 
potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage 
as taught by the prior arts or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

■ Patent No. 6,6 1 1 ,8 1 2 B2 to Hurtado et al. 

■ Patent No. 5,892,900 to Ginter et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley Bayat whose telephone number is 703-305-8548. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday- Friday during normal business hours. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appHcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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